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(Story on page 7) 
 
 
 

We Don't Stop Playing With Trains Because We 

Grow Old, We Grow Old Because  

We Stop Playing With Trains!!! 
 
 

                    

Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 

www.mvar.almontecentral.ca    and   www.facebook.com  mvar 

http://www.mvar.almontecentral.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/
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The Presidents Message for February 2010. 
By Eric Halpin  

 

Well, that certainly was another great dinner at the Christ Church 

in Ashton.  I think about 34 fellas turned out which is quite a 

crowd!  I noticed some guys were grabbing pieces of pie even before 

the food was served.  Both my pieces were grand as usual.  Thanks 

to George for arranging the dinner. 

   

It seems we are growing out of the new digs at the Carleton Place 

Library what with show and tell, flea market items for sale, MVAR 

library books and films on display, etc.  Thanks to Ron Legge and David McCurdy, 

arrangements have been made to meet at the Carleton Place arena (Board Room).  

Details of the venue will appear elsewhere in this issue as well as a general email. 

 

Your exec met on Feb 10 for the first exec meeting this year.  Your exec is working 

diligently on items for your entertainment and to make the monthly meetings 

interesting as well as grow the club (members and activities).  Please feel free to 

contact any of the exec with your ideas at any time.  Many issues were discussed 

and resolved at this meeting and details of these issues can be read in Ron Legge‟s 

report.  Keep in mind that these decisions were made in order to, in our opinion, 

aid in securing the clubs future. Please read Ron‟s article carefully. 

 

It is not possible to continue to always bring in non-member speakers at our get 

togethers.  Members (you and me) must be prepared to do our share and prepare 

topics for presentation.  Don‟t think you don‟t have anything worthwhile to 

contribute.  Even if it is a ten minute demonstration or talk on something of 

interest, it is valued and appreciated.  So please consider doing your bit. 

 

The exec reached a consensus on what ideas should be developed for further 

consideration at the clubs 25th in 2012.  The final concepts are, in no order of 

importance: develop a club rail boxcar in some scale for sale, plan for a local train 

show focused on promoting the hobby and undertake a project for the Smiths Falls 

Railway Museum.  David has also offered to host a BBQ and mini rail fest at his 

place that summer.   

 

So that‟s about it for this month.  Please contact me for clarification on any issue.  
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The Treasures Report  
Ben Sanders 

The closing balance as of February 15th is $ 549.41. This year‟s dues 

are $10. The New 2009 – 2010 Membership List was given out at the 

November meeting. bsanders@ucalgary.ca.   
 

 

 

 
 

 

Webmaster 
Rod Goodwin                              

 

There is a New Web Site up and running that all members and 

other individuals who are interested in rail fanning should check 

out. Please go to the Supporters Tab and register your vote to  

Save the Chalk River Sub.    

www.savethechalkriversub.org 

All those who have web pages; you may post a link on our website. 

 

                          
WANTED - Model Railroad Articles for the RailLink. 

David McCurdy   
 

Please remember that this is YOUR club and if YOU want to make it 

exciting and active it is up to YOU to do so. If YOU have an article or 

photo of interest which you would like to share and have published, just email 

them to dmccurdy@sympatico.ca. The deadline for submission of items for The 

RailLink is by the 15th of each month. Thanks' to all who have contributed 

articles, items and photos in the past. 
 

 

 

 

MVAR Library 
David Biggs 

We have a Growing Video and Book library that is Not been used as 

much as it could. The library is taken to every meeting and you can 

sign out what you want and return it next meeting or our Saturday 

morning breakfast.  

 

www.savethechalkriversub.org
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Public Relations and Program 
Larry Skinner   

  

 The Topic is  T.TRAK 

  Speaker is: Bob Carswell 
 

 

 

Announcements  
 

Each Saturday morning members, friends, and guests come out to 

the Gourmet Restraunt for breakfast and railroad social time. We 

start arriving about 07:00h and we eat at 08:00h. We socialize 

until 09:00h.   

 

Each Wednesday morning members come out to Tim Horton‟s 

in Almonte for café and our Railroad Social hour.  We start 

arriving about 09:30h and we meet until about 10:30h.   

 

The Wednesday mornings from April to October are the times 

when a few M.V.A.R. members and R.G.S. members plan to be at the David 

McCurdy‟s Rio Grande Southern Train Yard to continue to improve the layout, run 

trains, and enjoy each other‟s company. Make these times at the layout a regular 

part of your railroad social life. 

 

Call another club member this week and get together for a house visit and see 

what they are doing with their layout or maybe make some suggestions. ….. 

 

There is a New Web Site setup to SAVE the Calk River Sub.  

Use the link below to speak up or it will be history. 

  

http://www.savethechalkriversub.org  
 

 

Go to the tab Supporters and fill in the petition. This will be sent 

to town, municipal and county councils and Chamber of 

Commerce.  
 

 

Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 

www.mvar.almontecentral.ca   and   www.facebook.com  mvar 

http://www.savethechalkriversub.org/
http://www.mvar.almontecentral.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/
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MVAR Executive Meeting Feb 2010 
  

            The MVAR Executive met on Feb. 10, 2010 at the Gourmet restaurant at 9:30. 

President Eric Halpin chaired the meeting attended by David Biggs, Ben Sanders, Larry 

Skinner, Rod Goodwin, Steve Mattey (member at large), Ron Legge and David McCurdy.  

Items discussed were the cost of running MVAR for a year, a possible need to raise the 

dues, plans for our Anniversary year, changes to the annual BBQ and program ideas, 

including some during the summer months. 

  

 Operating Costs: 

 It was noted that costs were going up for the dinner due to the following, speaker 

plaque costs $10.00, the guest dinner and give away dinner adds another $30.00, 

insurance for 25 is now $16.00.  It was agreed to raise the dinner cost from $15.00 to 

$20.00 to cover current and foreseeable future increases.  A name badge costs $2:00, the 

BBQ $300.00, printing donation $50.00, Life memberships (3) cost us dues. Flowers, 

cards and miscellaneous items run about $150.00 a year.  This does not allow us any 

room for new awards (e.g. Bilodeau Award) a display cabinet for shows, or a projector for 

our meetings.  Discussion was held on raising our long time dues of $10.00 to $20.00 or 

$25.00.  It was decided that dues for next year would be $20.00.  These could be paid at 

the June BBQ and would cover our year from the first of September to 31 August of the 

following year.  It was also decided that there would be no more free BBQ‟s at a rising 

cost of $300.00.  A cost of $5.00 was decided on.  Also discussed was a move from a 

Thursday night BBQ to a Saturday afternoon which would allow many more members to 

attend, and to bring wives and family at a minimum cost to them.  One idea for 

discussion was a Bring Your Own Food to cook, or a traditional Pot Luck of shared food, 

and MVAR would provide plates and the like. 

  

Anniversary Plans, 2012: 

Several suggestions were discussed.  One was a Train Show in town, maybe at the 

arena or an open house display. The production of T-shirts or golf like shirts, badges and 

crests for sale, as well as hats were possibilities mentioned.  Also discussed was the 

production of an anniversary box car which could be sold to local hobby shops, museums, 

and gift shops in town.  A Ready to Run and just decals for a car were discussed, as well 

as what scales to use. .  A promotion piece could be added to each of these products. Costs 

for these proposals are being researched.  Pins would require a minimum order of 200 at 

a cost of $1.25. It was decided to go ahead with this as the lead time to get them on hand 

can be quite a while.  The money will be paid out of our current funds on hand. These 

could be provided to members (one only) for free and the rest sold for $3.00 or more to 

make us a bit of money.  The pins could be attached to a calling card to advertise MVAR 

and its web site. Shirts would be done on a cost recovery basis.  The crest would be the 25 

anniversary train that has been shown for a while as well as our original crest, as on our 

name tags and membership cards.  Any event should have the press notified well in 

advance to get coverage. 
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Program Notes: 
 

It was again discussed to have more visits to layouts.  One problem is that we need 

at least two, maybe three or four to keep the visiting groups small enough to handle in 

tight spaces.  We also need to have visits to layouts that have not been seen for a few 

years to make it attractive to members.  More car pools to trade shows and special events 

like the Delson Museum were mentioned.  A possible MVAR work day at the Smiths Falls 

rail museum was mentioned.  The building of structures as a group project for those who 

want to try their hand and learn some new skills was discussed. Building water towers or 

freight sheds for Dave‟s Rio Grande have been discussed at previous meetings.  This 

would not be a club project but one of common interest. 

  

 A proposed schedule for both our dinner meetings and our regular meetings was 

discussed and approved to keep our meetings moving along and on time.  Dinner 

meetings will open at 17:30, dinner will be at 18:30, and business will start at 19:35 

with closing and clean-up by 21:00.  Coffee will be available at 18:00. 

 

Our regular meeting will open at 17:30, snacks and coffee will be available from the 

Arena canteen, (saving us time and money), and the meeting part will start at 18:30, 

ending at 21:00. 

  

Module Storage: 
            Larry Skinner has indicated that he would have some room to store the corner 

modules for a module layout put together by members who would each bring their own 

module to a show and join them together. 

  

Advertising/Searching: 
             

If you have something to sell or swap, consider advertising it in The RailLink or on 

our MVAR web site.  If you are looking for something in particular consider the news 

letter and the web site. 

  

Secretary, Ron Legge      

  

Ron Legge 

Mississippi Valley Associated Railroaders 

613-257-5110 
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Hobby and Miniature Festival - 8th Edition 
 

 John D. Morin: 

 

Well what does a person do on Sunday January 24 2010?  You just jump in the 

car and head for Mont-Bleu Ford in Gatineau Quebec for the 8th Annual Hobby 

and Miniature Festival. That is just what Andrew Shinn and I had done. 

 

For many of us we perhaps like to stick to the many established shows such as 

Railfair, Kingston, or Belleville just to name a few.  Although this was on a 

smaller scale it was it was interesting with N-Trak with a display as well as an 

“S” layout and many others.  

       

The vendors were there from around the area such as Hugh Lang from the Christmas Train 

Store to a chap from Pembroke. I had purchased a nice D & H yellow boxcar from him and a 

really great price.  Of course I do my model trains in “N” scale as does Andrew Shinn so the 

displays were very limited in this area. 
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I figured that for every event there is a story and so I have taken some photos of the event. The 

neatest perhaps is the huge tower layout representing all scales with the exception of “Z” which 

could have been on it and I missed it. The picture of the flooded scrap yard, the crane boom is 

hooked to the crane body which when released the boom lies flat and is hooked at the top to the 

layout side for transportation. 

 

I purchased some great deals from a N-Trak modeler a small life-like switcher which was 

required on my layout for a excellent price under $25. In closing I think all model railroading 

shows are great big or small.  
 

 

 

Photo’s by John 

 

Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 

www.mvar.almontecentral.ca   and   www.facebook.com  mvar 

http://www.mvar.almontecentral.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/
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Here's hoping that recent history doesn't repeat itself! 
 

By Raymond S. Farand 

Tonight I‟m going to keep things simple with very little verbiage.  For the 

most part I‟m going to let the attached images (cover page) carry my 

message of hope for the future of rail through the Ottawa Valley.  Will the 

long and enduring „track‟ record of the „Mattawa Route‟ win out over recent 

history?  Can‟t say for sure but let‟s hope for the best.   
 

There are some myself included, who lament the demise of CN‟s line from 

Pembroke to Capreol as an opportunity lost.  The „Algonquin Route‟ with its 

tonnage friendly grades could have provided a marvelous corridor for the 

operation of those monster trains that modern technology now makes 

possible.  Would the decision taken 15 years ago be repeated today?  That‟s a question that can 

never be answered, but here we are about to let recent history repeat itself on the OVR.  Now it‟s 

true that the four miles of 1% grade in either direction between Bissett Creek and Deux-Rivieres 

make the line less desirable then the old CN route, but multiple DPU AC4400 locos placed in 

appropriate positions throughout a ±12,000 foot train would walk a full tonnage consist up those 

hills with ease. 
 

With a couple of siding extensions, imagine being able to give one of those beasts a block of clear 

track in either direction between Romford and Bonfield, Bonfield and Mackey, Mackey and 

Smiths Falls.  Now that‟s efficiency! 
 

The traffic is 

going to rebound, 

maybe quicker 

than you think.  

Let‟s hope that if 

called upon, the 

remaining Valley 

Line can be there 

to receive it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a reprint from Raymond S. Farand’s letter file. 
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A Special Opportunity 
 

Every once in a while you can get a chance to be in on an opportunity to do 

something that normally you couldn‟t (or just wouldn‟t) get to do. MVAR will be 

offering an unusual chance for a few of our members to build a G scale structure, 

with all of the material, paint and plans provided. So, regardless of what scale (if 

any) you now model, you can try your hand at G scale building and help our club at 

the same time. 

 

Our Membership and Newsletter Editor, David McCurdy, has generously offered to 

open his railroad, the Rio Grande Southern and his entire yard for MVAR 

members to run G-scale trains and to get the feel of running and handling the 

extra “heft” of large scale rolling stock and motive power.  

 

MVAR would like to kick in and show some appreciation by giving a helping hand 

back to the RGS and we thought one way would be to hold one or more G scale 

Build-a-thons. To get this going, David has volunteered to put together materials 

for the structures and will make sure that if the volunteer builders have any 

questions or need any assistance, it will be forthcoming.  

 

First out of the gate, for the current 2009/2010 season, will be freight houses. As 

many of you may know, David models 66 miles of the Rio Grande Southern R.R. in 

the later days of steam and we‟ve decided on freight sheds to place along the right 

of way to keep the old revenue traffic going.  The structure plans look great and I‟m 

sure the materials will be just as impressive. For this phase, we‟ll have room for 

several modelers (or teams if you would like to work with another modeler) and 

we‟ll be planning for a workshop in April that will centre on the differences and 

how-tos of large scale modeling. If you would like to build one of these kits, at no 

cost to you, please let us know (talk to me) at our next meeting. Hope to see you all 

then. 

 

Larry Skinner 
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Some of the M.V.A.R. members Railway Patches. 
 

 
                          

 

 

 

 

Dennis MacTavish          Eric Halpin                 David Biggs                 Bob Summers       

 

     

 

 

 

 

   John Soehner                 Jim Davis              David McCurdy     John Morin 

 

   

 

 

 

 
     Andrew Shinn      You’re Logo Here                 M.V.A.R.                     M.V.A.R. 25th  

 

           

 

 
 

 

You’re Logo Here       You’re Logo Here       You’re Logo Here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out the M.V.A.R. web site for the latest club updates: 

www.mvar.almontecentral.ca   and   www.facebook.com  mvar 

http://www.mvar.almontecentral.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/
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Coming Events 
 

February 20 - O.V.A.R. Model Train Flea Market 

St Anthony’s Hall – 523 St. Anthony St, Ottawa (Preston St. and Queensway) 

Saturday 10:00 – 14:00 
 

February 25 - M.V.A.R. Meeting at the Carleton Arena (Board Room). 

Thursday – Doors open @ 6:00pm, Meeting @ 6:30pm    

Program:  T TRAK  

Speaker:     Bob Carswell 
 

March 20 & 21 – Kingston Rail O Rama Model Train show 

Sat & Sun 10:00 – 16:00, Ambassador Conference Resort, 1550 Princess St.  

Car Pool will be leaving the Gourmet Restraunt @09:00H Reserve seat early. 
 

March 26 - M.V.A.R. Meeting at the Carleton Place Arena (Board Room). 

Thursday – Doors open @ 6:00pm, Meeting @ 6:30pm    

Program:  PLAYING WITH TOY TRAINS 

Speaker:     Alan Boyd 
 

March 27 & 28 – East Coast Large Scale Train Show. 

Friday & Saturday -  

State Fair Grounds, York PA 
 

April 22 - M.V.A.R. Meeting at the Carleton Place Arena (Board Room). 

Thursday – Doors open @ 6:00pm, Meeting @ 6:30pm    

Program:   So Be Announced 
Speaker:      
 

May 27 - M.V.A.R. Roast Beef Dinner & Meeting at Christ Church Ashton 

Thursday – Doors open @ 6:00pm, Dinner @ 6:30pm    

Program:   “ The Craig Memorial Library” 

Speaker:    Bob Meldrum 
 

For more shows check the Ontario Model Train Shows Calendar on our website. 
 

 

MVAR Executives for The 2009-2010 Year.  

President:   Eric Halpin   613.264.9693   

Secretary/Archivist Ron Legge   613.257.5110    

Treasurer:   Ben Sanders   613.253.6064  

Membership:  David McCurdy  613.253.5519   

Program:   Larry Skinner  613.264.0081 

Public Relations:  Larry Skinner  613.264.0081 

Dinner Chairman:        613. 

Library:   David Biggs   613.863.7627 

Newsletter:   David McCurdy  613.253.5519 

Webmaster:   Rod Goodwin  613.256.0551  

Web Site:   www.mvar.almontecentral.ca 

http://www.mvar.almontecentral.ca/

